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themselves; so that for victory's sake, pain and peril seemeth
pleasant unto her., and In respect of victory., wealth and all things
seemeth to her contemptible and vile/ *Now what Is to be done
with such a lady and princess?'

There was another consideration. For years Mary had been
nourishing a party in England, and In the Catholic north there
was spontaneous joy at her arrival in the country. Before Eliza-
beth could take control of the situation, many squires from the
surrounding counties hastened to pay court to her., listening to
her daily defence of her conduct., her protestations of Innocence,
and her diatribes against her enemies. With her alluring grace,
pretty Scottish accent, and searching wit, clouded with mild-
ness, she stole their hearts away. She had sugared speech i#*
store, a disposition to speak much, to be bold, pleasant, and very
familiar. No plain speech, said her puritan custodian, seemed to
offend her if she thought the speaker honest, and though she
could not forbear * to utter her stomach3, yet she was soon paci-
fied again and would seek reconciliation in pleasant sort. A rare
and notable woman, and a sweet bait, what with her possible
claim to Elizabeth's throne and her more reasonable claim to
the succession.

To bring this woman to Court would, as Cecil said, merely
increase the boldness of all evil subjects. It would give the
countenance of England, which swayed the realm of Scotland,
to her and her party, and probably drive Murray and the Lords
in desperation to send James to France and make what terms
they could with that country. Supposing she came, and, as was
likely,, proved Intractable; Elizabeth would be compelled to
restore her, if only to avoid nursing a serpent In her bosom and
to 'stop the mouths of factious, murmuring subjects*. And an
intractable Mary could return to her throne only over the ruins
of the Protestant, Anglophil party in Scotland. That way lay
madness. Equally mad would It be to let her go to France.

Consequently, Mary was kept in honourable custody, every
effort being made to preserve the distinction between this and
captivity, and even to Indulge her Insatiable love of hunting and
hawking. Until mid-July she was at Carlisle, an Insecure place